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Jull marks for the questions.
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The Bodo-Kacharis of Assam is a
branch of the Great Bodo Group of
Indo-Mongoloid family falling within the
Assam Burmese linguistic section. Their
identity is not uniform as an ethnic
group. Different names are used to
designate them. In Bengal and in the
lower ranges of the Himalayas coming
within the territory of Nepal, they are
known as Meches. In upper Assam they
are identified as Sonowal and Thengal
Kachari, while in the Western Assam
they are more popularly known as Bodo
or Boro-Kachari. In the southern
districts of North Cachar and Cachar

they are designated as Dimasa and
Barmans respectively.

The totcal population of the tribe in
Ass:am is 6, 10, 459 as per 1971 census
which accounts for 45.49% of the total
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state tribal population. The male and
female literacy percentages come to
19.75 and 11.06 respectively while the -
total percentage of literacy stands at
23.51 as recorded in the census under
reference. They are now largely
concentrated in the Kokrajhar district
followed by the northern belt of
undivided Kamrup and Darrang
districts. They are Characteristically
Mongoloid in appearance. Fr. M
Harmanns in his "Indo-Tibetans' said
about them in these words "As in the
case with the Meche (Mech) so also with
the Kachari (Bodo), the Mongoloid
features are very prominent: the strong
cheek bones, slit eyes, a slight growth
of hair in the body and scant beard.
They are shorter and more stocky than
the Indians of the North-East". These
observations is broader terms hold good
still now but some deviations in the
physical features of the Boro-Kacharis

. have of late been noticed under the

impact of socio-cultural assimilation as
well as marital alliances.

20/FY (Sem-3) 7 450



